Abortion, Global Selfishness

And the Demographic Winter

By Larry Plachno


Back in the 1970s the news media wrote about a cooling scare and predicted a forthcoming ice age. Today the same news media are talking about global warming. But the liberal news media does not want to talk about the biggest threat to civilization and humanity . . . abortion, global selfishness and the forthcoming Demographic Winter.


Years ago there were people predicting the end of our world because of a “population bomb” that would increase world population beyond our natural resources and our ability to produce food. That theory has long since been proven to be completely and dangerously false. We will not run out of food, natural resources or room. Our world now produces more food on less land than ever before. The world is awash in food (just look at the waistlines of many Americans). The problem is getting it to the hungry. And, we are not running out of room. When you next travel by airplane in almost any part of the world, just look down at all the open land waiting for more people.


The actual truth is that our world is facing a crisis because of under population that is called the forthcoming Demographic Winter. Caused by abortion and other forms of selfishness, average world birthrates have been halved in the past 50 years. While there are numerous reliable studies, one of the best sources of information comes from a 2004 United Nations study titled World Population Prospects: The 2004 Revision.


More than 80 countries are now at below replacement fertility levels and fertility is falling in the other countries. The United Nations predicts that every nation on earth, with the exception of a few African nations, will reach below replacement fertility within the next 20 years. The U.N. also predicts that there will be 248 million fewer children in the world in 2050 than there are today. 


Demographers consider an average of 2.1 children per woman to be population stability. Slightly more than an average of two children is necessary because some children will die before reaching maturity and some will join religious orders. A birthrate of more than 2.1 children per woman equals population growth. A birthrate of less than 2.1 means long-term population decline. 


What is interesting are the differences in fertility levels between different countries and different individuals. Statistics show that the reduction in fertility levels is more pronounced in developed countries than in developing countries. Those societies with the most advantages and means of supporting large families are the most unwilling to do so. As a result, 95% of population growth is taking place in the developing world. 


On an individual basis, there is a close relationship between church attendance and fertility levels. People who are unselfish and believe in right and wrong are statistically more likely to have higher fertility levels.


Iran is now the first country in the Middle East to have achieved below replacement fertility, dropping from 2.8 in 1996 to around 2.0 today. Russia’s birthrate fell from 2.4 in 1990 to 1.17 today . . . a decline of more than 50% in less than 20 years. Half of all pregnancies in Russia end in abortion. Russia’s population is declining by three-quarters of a million people a year. By mid-century, Russia will lose half of its population.


In the 44 developed countries, which account for 19% of the world’s population, the fertility rate is now running at only 1.56 children per woman. In 15 countries, mostly located in Southern and Eastern Europe, fertility rates are now below 1.3 children per woman, a level so low as to be considered “unprecedented in human history.”


In Europe, the number of children under 5 years of age has declined by 36% since 1960. Today there are six million fewer children, age 6 and under, than there were in 1990. Germany closed more than 230 schools in 2006 because of a lack of children. Spain’s fertility rate is 1.1, and Italy is at 1.2. Every generation they will lose half of their population.


Some of this increase in abortion and reduced fertility has created some unusual situations. China’s “one child policy” has prompted increased abortions of females because couples want their one child to be a boy. As a result, China’s population has become unbalanced with 78 million more men than women.


Most of this reduction in fertility and population is caused by an epidemic of global selfishness leading to permissiveness and pro-choice decisions regarding abortion, marriage, family and children. Because men and women are delaying marriage they are having fewer children. Others are cohabitating without children. Woman’s Liberation has encouraged women to be pro-choice on marriage and put careers ahead of family and children. People have accepted divorce  and resulting lower birthrates. In addition, the children of divorce are less likely to marry and form families. Certainly among the worst problems is that abortion has reached new high levels on a worldwide basis.


Governments are equally guilty. They increase economic burdens on the family instead of protecting and encouraging family and children. Lawyers are allowed to get rich off of divorce while destroying families. The change from a family wage to equal pay for equal work has done nothing to help families and children. Moreover, discouraging traditional marriage by encouraging homosexual relationships has not helped our fertility levels.


While reduced fertility levels and reduced population is enough of a problem, the world situation is turning into a crisis because of increased life expectancy. While people no longer “reproduce like bunnies,” they also no longer “die like flies.” While our fertility levels have declined substantially, our life expectancy has also increased substantially with mixed blessings. The global life expectancy average at birth is estimated to have risen from 46 years in 1950-55 to 65 years in 2000-2005. Diseases that once killed people in a matter of days now are treated routinely. Average life expectancy is expected to keep on rising to reach 75 years in 2045-2050 and to 82 years in more developed regions.


This is creating major problems for developed countries where birthrates are declining at the highest levels while life expectancy is increasing at the highest levels. The result is an inversion of the typical pyramid of numerous younger people supporting a few older people. Japan reached a global first about 15 years ago when it had more people over 65 than less than 15. The rest of the world is following in this pattern. By 2050 one-third of Europe’s population will be 65 and older. However, in about 20 years Europe is expected to have a shortfall of workers.


Aging populations result in a shortage of workers to support society. Many developed countries are encouraging immigration from Third World countries to increase their population and fill necessary jobs. Here in the United States we have been importing health care workers, including Registered Nurses and Doctors, from other countries for years because of the increasing medical needs of our aging population. 

This is only a temporary solution at best because it effectively robs Peter to pay Paul. Since many imported workers tend to be young to middle aged men, Third World countries suffer a simultaneous loss of fathers and manual laborers, which harms families and stifles economic development. Falling fertility levels in the developing world will not sustain this forever. In fact, between 1995 and 2005 the number of Mexicans less than four years old dropped by one million.

The United States is not as bad off as Europe but is heading in that same direction. In our situation the post-War baby boom created a peak in our fertility rates in the late 1940s and 1950s. These people are now approaching retirement age. Currently, the fertility rate in the United States is hovering right around replacement levels . . . but only because new immigrants to the United Sates have higher fertility levels.  As time goes on we will have fewer workers and more dependent people. Our own crisis is just around the corner. The population of the United States is aging so rapidly that by 2020, only a dozen years away, Social Security, Medicare and Medicaid will exceed all other federal spending combined. From then on, our situation will only get worse unless our birthrate increases.

As we have learned in the past, when faced with an action or decision that can impact other people or society, we have only two choices. We can be unselfish and pro-society by basing our decision for right and wrong on what is best for others. Or, we can be selfish, permissive and pro-choice and do what we want regardless of who gets hurt. As has been obvious with social problems, unselfishness is its own reward. People who are unselfish and are willing to share and work with others come out ahead. People who are selfish, permissive and pro-choice on abortion, marriage and children will find that they may only be harming themselves and society.
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